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Subpart C—Mining Law Minerals
§3830.10 Locatable minerals.

§3830.11 Which minerals are locatable
under the General Mining Law?

Minerals are locatable if they are:

(a) Subject to the General Mining
Law;

(b) Not leasable under the Mineral
Leasing Acts; and

(c) Not salable under the Mineral Ma-
terials Act of 1947 and Surface Re-
sources Act of 1955, 30 U.S.C. 601-615
(see parts 3600 through 3620 of this
chapter).

§3830.12 What are the characteristics
of a locatable mineral?

(a) Minerals are locatable if they
meet the requirements in §3830.11 and
are:

(1) Recognized as a mineral by the
scientific community; and

(2) Found on Federal lands open to
mineral entry.

(b) Under the Surface Resources Act,
certain varieties of mineral materials
are locatable if they are uncommon be-
cause they possess a distinct and spe-
cial value. As provided in McClarty v.
Secretary of the Interior, 408 F.2d 907 (9th
Cir. 1969), we determine whether min-
eral materials have a distinct and spe-
cial value by:

(1) Comparing the mineral deposit in
question with other deposits of such
minerals generally;
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(2) Determining whether the mineral
deposit in question has a unique phys-
ical property;

(3) Determining whether the unique
property gives the deposit a distinct
and special value;

(4) Determining whether, if the spe-
cial value is for uses to which ordinary
varieties of the mineral are put, the de-
posit has some distinct and special
value for such use; and

(5) Determining whether the distinct
and special value is reflected by the
higher price that the material com-
mands in the market place.

(c) Block pumice having one dimen-
sion of 2 or more inches is an uncom-
mon variety of mineral material under
the Surface Resources Act, and is sub-
ject to location under the mining laws.

(d) Limestone of chemical or met-
allurgical grade, or that is suitable for
making cement, is subject to location
under the mining laws.

(e) Gypsum suitable for the manufac-
ture of wall board or plaster, or uses
requiring a high state of purity, is sub-
ject to location under the mining laws.

Subpart D—BLM Service Charge
and Fee Requirements

§3830.20 Payment of service charges,
location fees, initial maintenance
fees, annual maintenance fees and
oil shale fees.

§3830.21 What are the different types of service charges and fees?

The following table lists service charges, maintenance fees, location fees, and
oil shale fees (all cross-references refer to this chapter):

Transaction

Amount due per mining claim or site

Waiver available

(a) Recording a mining claim or site location
(part 3833).

this chapter;

(2) A one-time $37 location fee; and

(3)(i) For lode claims, mill sites and tunnel
sites, an initial $155 maintenance fee; or

(ii) For placer claims, an initial $155 mainte-
nance fee for each 20 acres of the placer
claim or portion thereof.

A total sum which includes: No.
(1) The processing fee for notices of loca-
tion found in the fee schedule in §3000.12 of

(b) Amending a mining claim or site location | The processing fee for amendment of location | No.

(§3833.20).

found in the fee schedule in §3000.12 of
this chapter.

(c) Transferring a mining claim or site | The processing fee for transfer of mining | No.

(§3833.30).

claim/site found in the fee schedule in
§3000.12 of this chapter.
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Transaction

Amount due per mining claim or site

Waiver available

(d) Maintaining a mining claim or site for one
assessment year (part 3834).

(e) Recording an annual FLPMA

(§3835.30).

filing

(f) Submitting a petition for deferment of as-
sessment work (§ 3836.20).

(g) Maintaining an oil shale placer mining
claim (§3834.11(b)).

(h) Recording a notice of intent to locate min-
ing claims on Stockraising Homestead Act
Lands (part 3838).

(1) For lode claims, mill sites and tunnel sites,
an annual maintenance fee of $155 must
be paid on or before September 1 each
year.

(2) For placer claims, a $155 annual mainte-
nance fee for each 20 acres of the placer
claim or portion thereof must be paid on or
before September 1 each year.

The processing fee for recording an annual
FLPMA filing found in the fee schedule in
§3000.12 of this chapter.

The processing fee for deferment of assess-
ment work found in the fee schedule in
§3000.12 of this chapter.

An annual $550 fee ...

The filing fee for recording a notice of intent to
locate mining claims on Stock Raising
Homestead Act Lands found in the fee

Yes. See part 3835.

No.

No.

No.

No.

schedule in §3000.12 of this chapter.

[74 FR 30961, June 29, 2009, as amended at 77 FR 44158, July 27, 2012; 79 FR 36664, June 30, 2014]

§3830.22 Will BLM
charges or fees?

refund service

(a) BLM will not refund service
charges, except for overpayments.

(b) BLM will refund maintenance and
location fees if:

(1) At the time you or your prede-
cessor in interest located the mining
claim or site, the location was on land
not open to mineral entry or otherwise
not available for mining claim or site
location; or

(2) At the time you paid the fees, the
mining claim or site was void.

(c) BLM will apply maintenance and
location fee overpayments to future
years if you so request.

§3830.23 What types of payment will
BLM accept?

(a) BLM will accept the following
types of payments:

(1) U.S. currency;

(2) Postal money order payable in
U.S. dollars to the Department of the
Interior—Bureau of Land Management;

(3) Check or other negotiable instru-
ment payable in U.S. dollars to the De-
partment of the Interior—Bureau of
Land Management;

(4) Valid credit card that is accept-
able to the BLM; or

(5) An authorized debit from a declin-
ing deposit account with BLM.

(i) You may maintain a declining de-
posit account with the BLM State Of-

fice where your mining claims or sites
are recorded.

(ii) BLM will deduct service charges
and fees or add overpayments to the
account only when you authorize us to
do so.

(b) If the issuing institution of your
check, negotiable instrument, or credit
card refuses to pay and it is not be-
cause the institution made a mistake,
BLM will treat the service charges and
fees as unpaid.

§3830.24 How do I make payments?

(a) You or your representative may
bring payments to the BLM State Of-
fice by close of business on or before
the due date.

(b) If you use a credit card—

(1) On or before the due date, you
must send or fax a written authoriza-
tion, bearing your signature; or

(2) You may authorize BLM to use
your credit card by telephone if you
can satisfactorily establish your iden-
tity.

(c) You may send payments using a
bona fide mail delivery service.

(1) The payment must be postmarked
or clearly identified by the mail deliv-
ery service as being sent on or before
the due date; and

(2) The BLM State Office must re-
ceive the payment no later than 15 cal-
endar days after the due date.
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